YYD 13 Dwns 1

The Drasha is about the perspective of the Torah on the Sanctity Of
Life. The recent tragic events in Eretz Yisroel highlight how certain
individuals have no regard what's so ever for the sanctity of life.
Regular "normal” people can be so twisted as to commit the most
horrific acts. Even here in America we have been the victim of random
acts of violence by seemingly regular "normal” individuals
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According to the \'3 in MWV 'ON, the prohibition of suicide is not just against
active suicide but also against withholding. If a person is DYaND NOW YAV, it is
called ™MNNN NN DVIAD YAV - It is therefore considered a N NYYAVY because it is
transgressing YT DN DINT NN TN)
Why not - Because your body doesn’t belong to you - it is a gift from Hashem and it’s
not your to decide what to do with it.
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The Torah teaches us that we, as human beings, are entirely unlike any other
creature on the planet. We are created in the likeness of G-d, with a Soul of Life

uniquely close to our Creator -- in a Kabbalistic sense, a "part” of G-d's Essence. He
breathed into Man a unique soul, rendering every human being precious.

This fundamental truth applies to every human life, and at every moment. What we
might perceive as the "quality” of life pales before the radiance inherent in the very
existence of that life, regardless of illness or disability. Indeed, with regards to the
disabled, Jewish sources teach that a person comes into the world in order to have
the opportunity to grow closer to G-d -- and a severely limited person obviously
requires less improvement!

A father once brought his daughter, who was profoundly mentally disabled, to Rabbi
Avraham Y. Karelitz (the Chazon Ish) for a blessing -- and the Chazon Ish rose to his
feet when she entered the room, in respect for her holy and uplifted soul.

Peter Singer, Princeton ethicist, "Killing a defective infant is not morally equivalent
to killing a person. Sometimes it is not wrong at all.”
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We have no measuring stick for "life", to gauge its value and importance even
without Torah and commandments. We violate Shabbat even for an elderly, ill,
boils-ridden person, even if he is deaf and mute and entirely insane, and he can
perform no commandment, and his life is only a burden and great suffering for his

family, and he takes them away from Torah study and other commandments, and in
addition to their great pain they are deteriorating...
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Murder, the spilling of blood, is one of the severest prohibitions of the Torah.
Unlike most other laws of the Torah, which are suspended in life-threatening
situations, the prohibition of murder is absolute.
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One may not take another’s life, even to save one’s own.

The value of human life is infinite. Therefore, no consideration, regardless how
reasonable, can lessen the value of life to the extent that killing becomes
acceptable. This is so even with respect to mercy killing.

Any action which actively leads to the ending of a human life is defined as murder.

On the other hand, a passive influence - the withholding of an artificial device or
procedure that is merely prolonging the ill person’s suffering - is not defined as
murder and is permitted under certain circumstances. The main problem is the
precise dividing line between permitted passivity and the kind of “passivity” that is
an immediate cause of death. Is withholding food or oxygen considered a passive
procedure or does it cause death? What is the status of an artificial respirator? If
one removes an artificial apparatus that is supporting the life of a terminally ill
patient, has one passively “removed an impediment” to death or has one actively
killed the patient?

These are hard questions, and they are discussed in detail in halachic literature. The
leading rabbis of our time are actively involved in elucidating these matters in
practice.

Chayim Aruchim

Gaon and Tzaddik, HaRav Mordechai Yehuda Lubart, a great scholar one of the
illustrious students of Rav Meir Shapiro in Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin prior to World
War I, who escaped the fires of Europe and survived the war years in Shanghai,
China, studying with great diligence in the most difficult of circumstances, and
eventually settling in New York where he was a renowned teacher of Torah and a
celebrated Sofer, penned the following sentiments evidently during those trying
times:
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Yisrael Rutman

I was not looking forward to interviewing Dr. Rachamim Melamed-Cohen, Israel’s most
famous terminally patient.

The thought of the five-hour round-trip by bus, train and taxi to Jerusalem from my home in
northern Israel was daunting, and | was reluctant in any case to visit with someone suffering
from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (or Lou Gehrig's Disease), paralyzed from the neck down
and waiting to die.

My mistake. Melamed-Cohen is not waiting to die. On the contrary, he greets his visitors with
a cheerful countenance and a list of projects that would fatigue someone in good health and
half his sixty-five years. Although confined to a wheelchair, the former National Supervisor
of Educational Programming for Israel’s Department of Education brims with intelligence,
humor and an astounding creative energy. In the past two years, after being connected to
life-sustaining equipment, he has authored two books on educational methods and has three
more in the works, one of them on the subject of euthanasia. He also lectures, receives a
steady stream of visitors and follows the Daf Yomi, a challenging daily regimen of Talmudic
study joined by Jews all over the world.

What enables Dr. Melamed-Cohen to overcome the pain and hopelessness that has driven
other victims of incurable illness to consider suicide? Self-definition is a large part of it. As
he explains, "I don't define myself as 'ill," or 'a patient.’ Rather, | am a human being who
has an illness, and who receives treatment. The term 'ill’ connotes someone who lies in
bed passively and does nothing. | do many things, though | also have an illness.”

"And | am not terminally ill, no more than anyone else who is eventually going to die. It's
already 8 years that the doctors have been calling me ‘terminally ill," but with each passing
day | feel less and less terminal.” Initially, when he was diagnosed with ALS, doctors gave
him 3 to 5 years to live, and he continues to disprove their prognosis.

Equally essential to Melamed-Cohen's determination to carry on is his religious faith. "l feel
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at times that God has allowed me to live in order to show the world that even in such a
condition one can continue to be creative and contribute to society... The message of
Judaism is that one must struggle until the last breath of life. Until the last moment, one
has to live and rejoice and give thanks to the Creator.”

Melamed-Cohen has gained a certain prominence in the Israeli media for his outspoken
opposition to the euthanasia movement. "What is mercy-killing?" he asks. "For whom is the
mercy? Is it for the person with an illness? Or is it for the family, so that they should not
have to suffer? For the medical establishment, to reduce expenditures? For the insurance
companies? Mercy means helping others to live, and with dignity. Helping people to cut their
lives short cannot be called mercy."” And indeed, as he notes, the cessation of life-sustaining
measures, "pulling the plug,” is forbidden by Jewish law.

“In the last two years, | have been fighting with senior medical officials and journalists who
advocate euthanasia. | am trying to be a mouthpiece for all those people who want to go on
living, but are subjected to tremendous pressure by an ‘enlightened society." Instead of
devoting our efforts and resources to persuade people to die, it would be better to direct
them toward improving the conditions of those for whom a cure has not yet been found.”

Melamed-Cohen points out that the ramifications of euthanasia advocacy go far beyond the
realm of the "terminally ill.” The euthanasia movement threatens to redefine the very
meaning, and sanctity, of human life. "Life today is becoming cheaper and cheaper," he
observes. "Among young people it finds expression in drugs, violence and suicide. A [healthy]
16-year-old girl came to me and said, 'If it's okay to shorten the life of someone because of
their suffering - well, I'm also suffering, and I'd rather die than live."

Indeed, Melamed-Cohen was not always as resolute as he is today regarding his own case. He
relates that two and a half years ago, when he was rushed to the hospital after his breathing
stopped, he indicated to his loved ones that they should not take extraordinary measures
like connecting him to a respirator to prolong his life.

"It was my good fortune that | was hooked up anyway. Now, two and a half years later, | am
happy that they didn't listen to me. | would have missed out on the best, most beautiful
years of my life. A person can have a change of heart.”



